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marriage laws were a scandal, although they had no
mind to remedy the scandal itself.

The particular hardship of the poor to-day is that
since 1906 the Nonconformist conscience has exerted
a strong influence towards inaugurating a system of
Puritan morals applied by the State to the poor
with a severity that is not shown towards the rich.
Catholic writers like Mr Cecil Chesterton are apt to
assert that the absence of proper facilities for divorce
cannot possibly limit the right of the poor man to
form unions in disregard of marriage. Such writers
do not seem to realise the effect of modern legislation
on the community. Thus within the last few years
the newspapers have recorded three striking cases.
The first was that of a working man whose wife not
only deprived him of employment by creating a
disturbance at the various places where he was
employed, but also insisted on living in prostitution.
The man was too poor to obtain a divorce, and the
only advice that he could obtain from a Poor Man's
Lawyer was to leave this country, since he would
otherwise be sentenced to a flogging for living on
the woman's immoral earnings. Parenthetically, I
may observe that in all the worst cases of " white
slave " traffic the man marries the woman in order
to keep her completely under his control. Our
rulers are anxious to appease the large flagello-
maniac section of our community by making such a
man liable to corporal punishment. Any reasonable
person might suppose that it would be even more
advantageous both to the lady and to the com-
munity to grant her the right of divorcing her
husband for practising this incredibly foul fraud